G FIRST SUNDAY OF
CARMICHAEL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

December 28, 2025 Livestream & In-Person 10:00 a.m.

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS Pastor Keith L. DeVries
Click HERE to register your attendance

* GREETING ONE ANOTHER
PRELUDE

* CALL TO WORSHIP Brion Nordeen

Leader: Wise men from the East came to Jerusalem asking, “Where is the child who has
been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising and have come
to pay him homage.

People: On this first Sunday of Christmas, we, too, have come to worship Jesus the
Messiah: the son of David, the son of Abraham.

Leader: When the wise men saw the child with Mary his mother, they knelt down, paid
him homage, and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.

People: On this first Sunday of Christmas, we offer ourselves as a living sacrifice, holy and
acceptable to you, O God.

Leader: For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all.

People: Glory to God in the highest heaven!


https://forms.gle/kkcsVjpWvQzNFChF8

* OPENING SONG “Joy to the World” No. 134
Glory to God
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CONFESSION AND PARDON Brian Nordeen

Leader: Hear now this call to repentance: “Repent, therefore, and turn to God so that
your sins may be wiped out, so that times of refreshing may come from the
presence of the Lord ..."” With humble and trusting hearts, let us confess our sin
before God and one another.

All: God of Christmas, we would never have thought to find your Savior in an
innocent baby. We confess we would have expected a warrior with a great
army. We would not have thought to find your kingdom to be one of service,
obedience and humility. We confess we would have expected, maybe even
wanted, a kingdom that reflected our own values and self-interests.

Lord, forgive us when we quickly leave Christmas behind and neglect to live
lives worthy of our calling as followers of our Lord, the Prince of Peace. By your
Holy Spirit, help us turn to you and live according to the values of your kingdom;
through Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior.

silence
Leader: The angel said to Joseph, “She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus,
for he will save his people from their sins.” Indeed, he did and still does. Friends,
believe the good news: In Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven.
People: Thanks be to God.

* RESPONSE OF THE PEOPLE “Glory to God” No. 583
Glory to God
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TIME FOR YOUNG PEOPLE
(All children are invited to the front of the church. Afterwards, children 4 years old through 5th grade

are invited to Sunday School in Room 207.)



* SONG
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“What Child Is This?” No. 145
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2 Why lies he in such mean es-tate where ox and ass are feed -ing?
3 So  Dbring him in-cense, gold, and myrrh; come, one and all, to own him.
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SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 2:13-23
13Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said,

“Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until | tell you,
for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” “Then Joseph got up, took the
child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt 15 and remained there until the death of
Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of
Egypt | have called my son.”

16 When Herod saw that he had been tfricked by the magi, he was infuriated, and he sent
and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under,
according to the time that he had learned from the magi. 7 Then what had been spoken
through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled:

18“A voice was heard in Ramah,
wailing and loud lamentation,
Rachel weeping for her children;
she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.”

17 When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in
Egypt and said, 20“Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for
those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.” 21 Then Joseph got up, took the child
and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. 22But when he heard that Archelaus was
ruling Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being
warned in a dream, he went away to the district of Galilee. 2There he made his home in
a town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets might be
fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazarene.”

SERMON What's Next for Jesus? Pastor Keith L. DeVries
What's Next for Us?



* SONG

“The First Nowell”

He_ e L S R — [ |
S e e e e
5, R ’ A
1 The first Now-ell the an-geldid say was to cer-tain poor
2 They look - ed up and saw a star shin-ing in the
3 And by the light of that same star three wise men
4 This star drew nigh to the north-west; o’er Beth - le-
'] A - lj o - i
‘ |~ = =
- — I I — ! !
| r/ T T l\_" ‘
PR BN
i I = — = _tH
e SN— (= r ]19. ’v= r
shepfherds in fields as the;-’ la_\’, in fields where they la_v keepfing
east be-yond  them far; and to the earth it gave
came fromcoun - try far; to seek for a king was their
hem it took its rest, and there it did  Dboth stop
' e JJ e e o _
DEFE Jfff”. | Z Se=i—=
| I I —— i el el y A I I
T T 4 r | —r/ T 1
05| e O Y P o VY
' \
—— s e e
5 - | g
their sheep, on a cold win-ter’s night that was s0 deep.
great light, and so it con - tin-ued both day and night.
in - tent, and to fol - low the star wher-ev - er it went.
and stay, right o - ver the place where Je - sus lay
—_ ~
_ £ D £ J £ . -
7 = | . | [ I 1 ' =
T | | | | | | Vil
T | I T I J r
Refrain
e = = |
~ =, 3 - s
Y] r . < | |
Now - ell, Now - ell, Now - ell, Now - ell,
/-—-\
; D . . . g£8 8
DR A |
- - . I ¥ :
| I
fHu | | | e | — i
53 — =
N3 7]
J | | “
born  is the King of Is - ra - el
L 2 |l )
il OO - TV F ; I ;_ IF
A | | | Y | il
" . | ~ | [
~_ | _— F

No. 147
Glory to God



OFFERING AND PRAYER

OFFERTORY

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

Pastor:

All:

Almighty and eternal God, we praise you for the joy of Christmas and for the gift
of your only Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. In this season of goodwill, we remember
your covenant promises and your mighty acts for all of your people. Once
again, we have been comforted by the story of Jesus being wrapped in
swaddling clothes and laid in a manger. We have taken heart when we again
heard the news that a Savior was born for us in Bethlehem. We have enjoyed
the celebrations and the giving and receiving of gifts. Thank you, Lord, for the
gift of Christmas.

And yet, Lord, we know Christmas comes in a world in which there is not much
peace, joy and goodwill. Rulers use their power to get rid of anyone and
anything that threatens their control. Innocent children suffer and die. So many
people live with injustice every day. Death seems to have the final word.

Gracious and loving God, we pray for our world that needs to hear the good
news of Christmas. We pray you will give us the courage and strength to be
witnesses to our Savior, not just in what we say but especially in how we live.
Help us remember and share the joy of Christmas throughout the year. During
this Christmas season, may we not forget to share the love you have so freely
given in Jesus Christ. Guide us in all we do that we may respond with
compassion to those in need. Help us be a church that takes the good news of
Jesus Christ beyond the walls and fraditions and safety of our buildings. Help us
always to put our trust in our Lord who says, “Follow me.”

We love you, Lord. Show us how to love others with the same grace and love
you have given us in Jesus Christ. And now, as your beloved children, we are
bold to pray together

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kihngdom come. Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever. Amen.

If you would like to privately share a concern, thanksgiving, or request for healing,
please come to the Stephen Ministry banner on the east wall of the Sanctuary
immediately following the service for individual prayer with a Stephen Minister.



* CLOSING SONG

“Angels We Have Heard on High”
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1 An - gels we have heard on high, sweet-ly sing-ing o’er the plains,
2 Shep-herds, why this ju - bi-lee? Why your joy - ous strains pro-long?
3 Come to Beth-le - hem and see him whose birth the an - gels sing;
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What the glad-some ti - dings be which in-spire your heaven-ly song?
come, a - dore on bend - ed knee Christ, the Lord, the new - born King.
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* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

* POSTLUDE
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No. 113
Glory to God

* Please rise in body or in spirit.

Liturgy by Philip K. Gladden, © Presbyterian Outlook, 2025, adapted. All music used in this program is copyrighted. Used by permission CCLI #74647.
Music reprinted/streamed with permission under One License #740355-A. All rights reserved.

Audio/Video: Noor Bitar and Kiyo Romais
Music Director: Keith Atwater
Piano: Gabe Bisho
Drums: Will Condrey
Vocals: Tara Calderon, Beth Lindley, and Julie Ueltzen
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