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MISSION BELL 

In 1923 almost 
ninety people attend-
ed Carmichael 
Community 
Church at the 
grammar school 
on Sutter Ave. 
The little fledg-
ling church uti-
lized all four 
rooms of the 

school to capacity. So 
much that the church 

members were start-
ing to imagine the re-
ality of building their 
own permanent place 
of worship.  Within a 
year, $2,500 was in 
the building fund.  
Church members 
went door to door 
canvasing the com-

 

FAMILY CANDLELIGHT SERVICE  

5:00 p.m. 
Children help fill the Bethlehem village with nativity 

characters while we hear the Christmas story 
through carols, Scripture, and music from the 

Sanctuary Choir. All children receive a special gift! 

 

CANDLELIGHT COMMUNION SERVICE  

11:00 p.m. 
Celebrate Christmas with the Lord’s Supper, reading 

the Christmas Story, and special music from 
Hannah Ludwig, mezzo-soprano and  

Zorana Randjelovic-Flores, piano.  
 

All services will be livestreamed at  

https://www.youtube.com/@carmichaelpres 

Christmas Eve at CPC 

Carmichael Community Church’s first 
capital campaign raised funds to build a 
permanent place of worship.  

https://www.youtube.com/c/carmichaelpres
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On November 5, Norman 
Dean Shaver, Jenny’s dad, 
entered the Church Trium-
phant at the age of 98.  As 
many of you know, Dean/Dad 
has been living with us for the 
past four years.  When he first 
arrived, he was 
somewhat inde-
pendent, but with-
in twelve months it 
became clear that 
he required more 
assistance.  So, we 
invited a parade of 
caregivers, VA doc-
tors and nurses, 
physical and occu-
pational thera-
pists, and other 
health care profes-
sionals associated 
with the VA 
healthcare system 
into our home and 
lives to partner 
with us in Dad’s 
care.  We are truly 
thankful! 

Dad was easy to have 
around 24/7 these past four 
years and he seldom com-
plained, but his living with us 
did change how we navigated 
our lives both professionally 
and personally as every deci-
sion we made took Dad’s situ-
ation into account as well. 
Jenny and I became partners 
and tag team caregivers, ad-

justing our schedules at work 
and at home so one of us or a 
caregiver was always present 
with dad. Through it all, dad 
was an easy roommate to 
have around, as he mostly en-
joyed our menu choices, as 

long as we kept to his set rou-
tine: instant oatmeal with 
blueberries or strawberries, 
two eggs scrambled hard, 
coffee and juice for breakfast; 
and clam chowder or soup 
and juice for lunch.  Dinner 
was whatever we were having 
and always included ice 
cream.  One of my favorite 
times of each day was helping 
Dad get ready for bed. He 

would always say to us as 
part of his nightly ritual, 
“Sweet dreams,” and of 
course we would say the 
same to him.  Thank you, Dad, 
for your service as a WWII 
veteran, for your hard work 

and dedication to your 
family, and for being a 
good housemate these 
past four years.  We are 
grateful for the opportuni-
ty to provide a home that 
you could call your own in 
the twilight years of your 
life.  We love you, Dad, 
and know that you are 
now resting in the loving 
embrace of our Lord. 

     As we enter the seasons 
of Advent and Christmas, 
we once again do so pre-
paring for and celebrating 
the gift of God’s coming, 
the gift of God’s love incar-
nate, born in a manger. 
And even though our fami-
ly celebrates these sea-

sons without dad’s physical 
presence, we gratefully and 
joyfully bear witness to the 
good news of resurrection and 
Christ’s coming again.   

May hope, peace, joy, and 
love surround all of you this 
Advent and Christmas season 
and into the new year, 

Pastor Keith 

 

 

“One of my favorite times 

of each day was helping 

Dad get ready for bed. He 

would always say to us as 

part of his nightly ritual, 

“Sweet dreams,” and of 

course we would say the 

same to him.” 
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munity during that first ever 
capital campaign. By 1927 a 
28-foot by 50-foot church was 
built at 5645 Marconi Ave on 
donated 
land. Thus 
began a long 
history of 
successful 
capital cam-
paigns for 
Carmichael 
Presbyteri-
an Church. 

This No-
vember the 
church held 
its annual 
steward-
ship cam-
paign. As we look into the new 
year, we anticipate a capital 
campaign raising funds to 
completely renovate the park-
ing lot, including solar panels 
that will supply close to 65% 
of our energy needs.  The 
function of the annual stew-
ardship process is to sustain 
the church’s operating budget 
for the following fiscal year.  
Stewardship is an ongoing life 
process in the church.  This 
differs from a capital cam-
paign which asks members 
and other donors to make a 
commitment of sacrificial giv-
ing over a specific time peri-
od, with the results generally 
being capital improvements.  

Over the last thirty years, CPC 
has held six capital cam-
paigns.  This equates to over 
eight million dollars that 
helped transform and update 

our campus.  These improve-
ments include the DeVries 
Gathering Place, McMillen 
Hall, the Food Closet, the Col-
umbarium, a commercial 
kitchen, a new music center, 
new administrative offices, a 
new organ, a new piano and 
choir seating, the Library, 
closed circuit tv, remodeled 
restrooms with showers, and 
the list goes on and on.  Just 
as our annual stewardship 
commitment relies on mem-
bers to help keep the annual 
budget going, the care and 
sustainability of our campus 
faithfully puts its trust again 
in its members and in the cap-
ital campaign process. 

As we move into 2025 you 
will hear more information on 
how funding works, details 
and history of how the park-
ing lot project has developed, 

including an an-
ticipated con-
struction time-
line.  You might 
even be asked to 
volunteer your 
time and talents 
for the campaign 
team.  Just as 
those ninety 
members in 1923 
imagined the 
possibilities for 
ministry in their 
own church 
building, we con-

tinue to imagine our future 
ministry and devotedly move 
forward paving the way to 
welcome all. 

An artist’s rendering of what our new parking lot might look like, including solar panels 
and an accessible ramp from the upper parking lot to the lower area. 
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What would be good news 
for you today?   

Christmas is the celebra-
tion of the incarnation of God 
in Jesus of Nazareth, a very 
particular person in a particu-
lar time and place. The Incar-
nation is unique to Christiani-
ty in that this 
person is not 
half-God and 
half-human, 
but fully God 
and fully hu-
man. It is scan-
dalous to be-
lieve the Crea-
tor of all that 
has been, is, 
and ever will 
can be poured 
completely into 
this one man. If 
we want to 
know who God 
is, we look to 
the example of Jesus, not be-
cause Jesus is like God, but 
that God is like Jesus. 

Richard Rohr, in his 2014 
book Eager to Love: The Alter-
native Way of Francis of Assi-
si says, “Theologians call the 
principle of concrete-to-
universal knowing ‘the scan-
dal of particularity.’ John 
Duns Scotus asserted that 
God only created particulars 
and individuals, a quality he 
named “thisness” (haecceity). 

Thisness grounds the princi-
ple of incarnation in the con-
crete and the specific. You 
can’t really love universals. 
It’s hard to love concepts, 
forces, or ideas.” 

And it is hard to feel love 
from the idea of God. Jesus is 

how the love of God is re-
vealed to us. God loves you, 
each of you, every one of you, 
and all of you.   

That scandalous particu-
larity also means that the 
good news of Jesus isn’t just 
good news for whole of crea-
tion, but that it is good news 
for you in your life to-
day. Jesus didn’t say he came 
to be our conductor who 
punches our ticket to heaven; 

he said he came to proclaim 
good news to the poor, free-
dom for the prisoners, recov-
ery of sight for the blind, to set 
the oppressed free, and pro-
claim the year of jubilee. That 
means the incarnation of Je-
sus is good news for us in the 

problems and challenges of 
our real, every-day lives.   

Rachel Held Evans in her 
book Inspired: Slaying Gi-
ants, Walking on Water, 
and Loving the Bible 
Again reminds us that 
“Jesus invites us into a sto-
ry that is bigger than our-
selves, bigger than our cul-
ture, bigger even than our 
imaginations, and yet we get 
to tell that story with the 
scandalous particularity of 
our particular moment and 
place in time. We are story-
telling creatures because 
we are fashioned in the im-

age of a storytelling God.” 

I hope this year that you 
hear the Christmas story not 
just as something that hap-
pened 2000 years ago, but as 
a story of God’s love born in 
you. That is good news, in-
deed! 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, 
descend to us, we pray;  

cast out our sin and enter 
in; be born in us today.  

 

 

 

 

“Jesus is how the love of 

God is revealed to us.  

God loves you, each of you, 

every one of you,  

and all of you.” 
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This holiday season, our 
church community is coming 
together to share the true 
spirit of Christmas by 
helping local fami-
lies. We invite 
you to be part of 
something special 
by supporting our 
Christmas Gift 
Ministry, which provides gift 
cards to families facing chal-
lenges during the holiday sea-
son! 

For many families in our 
area, the holidays can feel 

overwhelming. With your gen-
erous donation, we can pro-
vide gift cards for grocery 

stores, department 
stores, and other es-

sential retailers, 
giving these fami-
lies the means to 
purchase what they 
need most—

whether it’s a special meal or 
a gift for their loved ones or 
themselves.  

Your contribution, no mat-
ter the size, will make a tangi-
ble difference in the lives of 

those who need it most. It’s a 
simple yet powerful way to 
show love and kindness to our 
neighbors. 

• Donate in Person: We will 
have a table in the DeVries 
Gathering Place to receive 
donations after church ser-
vices. Look for the Christ-
mas tree with gift cards on 
it! 

• Online: Visit our church 
website to make a secure 
online donation. 

• Cash or Check: Drop off 
your donation at the church 
office or during Sunday ser-
vices. 

• Spread the Word: Encour-
age your friends and family 
to join the effort! 

Let's come together and 
make this Christmas a little 
brighter for those in need. 
Your gift can provide hope, 
joy, and a reminder that we 
are all part of a caring com-
munity. Thank you for your 
generosity and support! 

For more information or to 
donate, please contact the 
church office or visit our web-
site. 

Together, we can make 
this Christmas season one 
of love and giving! 

CPC Presbyterian Women present 

Advent Gathering 
Friday, December 6  

at 12:00 noon 
Please join us in the Sanctuary for a  

FREE Concert 
of seasonal music and carols from the  

Madrigal Choir 
from 

El Camino High School Choir  
under the direction of Tessa Kelly 

All are welcome!  Bring your Friends! 
Last year the choir did a great job despite having limited rehearsal time. 
They had rehearsals after school or during lunch as time permitted to be 
ready to sing for us. We are fortunate to have the El Camino Madrigal 

Choir grace us with their voices with more songs this year. 
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Carmichael Presbyterian 
Church (CPC) is a community 
of faith with a rich history of 
shared faith, traditions, 
hopes, and dreams. For 
over 100 years our con-
gregation has supported 
God’s work in this com-
munity and joyously pro-
vided for the many min-
istries of CPC through 
generous stewardship. 
Our century-long jour-
ney together is summed 
up in our current mis-
sion statement:  

Responding to God’s 
love through Jesus Christ, we: 

• Welcome all 

• Nurture Relationships 

• Grow in faith together 

• Connect with and serve our 
community and the world. 

Throughout November, 
the Stewardship Committee 
highlighted the many minis-
tries that live out this mission 
today. We heard from Anne 
Parker and Rebecca Camer-
on during worship about 
ways our church lives out this 
statement.  They include the 
Inclusion Task Force, youth 
group, Food Closet, SOS, mu-
sic programs, Women’s Re-
treat, Bible studies, and our 
Sunday worship services – 
just to name a few.  We are 

fortunate to have these mean-
ingful ways to guide and nur-
ture our congregation and 
community.    

As we set our sights on the 
future and imagine the possi-
bilities for CPC in 2025 and 
beyond, it's your generous 
stewardship that ensures CPC 
can continue to foster fellow-
ship and provide vital minis-
tries for both our church fami-
ly and the broader communi-
ty.  Stewardship is, at its es-
sence, the act of faithfully 
managing the gifts God has 
entrusted to us. Through your 
support, CPC proudly embod-
ies the spirit of good steward-
ship. 

A major milestone in our 
2025 Stewardship Campaign 
was Commitment Sunday, 
celebrated on November 24 
2024. On that day, we pledged 

our financial resources with 
joy and gratitude to sustain 
the church and its ministries 
in the coming year. We did so 

with grateful hearts for 
the blessings that God 
has given each of us 
and our congregation. 

     To those who have 
already submitted their 
2025 pledge, we offer 
our heartfelt thanks for 
your unwavering sup-
port in sustaining the 
diverse ministries of 
CPC. For those who 
have not yet had a 

chance to complete their 
pledge, it’s never too late! 
You can easily complete your 
pledge online at 
www.carmichaelpres.org/
give/ or complete a paper 
pledge card and mail it to the 
church office. If you prefer, 
you can reach out to Paul 
Shultz, CPC’s Financial Ad-
ministrator, at 916-486-9081, 
extension 205, or via email at 
paul@carmhichaelpres.org, 
and he will be more than hap-
py to assist you with your 
2025 pledge. It's important to 
remember that every contri-
bution makes a difference.  
We all play a role in being 
faithful stewards of CPC. 

A special thank you to the 

http://www.carmichaelpres.org/give/
http://www.carmichaelpres.org/give/
mailto:paul@carmichaelpres.org
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Christmas  
Pageant 

Sunday, December 15 
 10:00 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Relive the Christmas story (with a few twists) as the 

children and youth of CPC present a pageant  
as part of Sunday morning worship.  

Sing along with familiar hymns of the season and share 
the joy of Jesus’ birth. 

dedicated members of the 2025 Stewardship Committee. Each 
individual offered creative ideas and valuable time to ensure the 
success of this year's campaign. We are especially grateful to 
Allison Cagley, the committee chair, for her leadership.  Thanks 
also go to Laura Janik, Tim Farley, Lynette Ledesma, and Pat-
ty Kepner for their significant contributions to the campaign. 
Pastor Keith offered guidance, Paul Shultz provided financial 
expertise, and Karen Gray and Julie Ueltzen gave invaluable 
support to make everything possible. 

With your continued financial stewardship support for 2025, 
we can devote our energy to living out our mission through our 
ministry efforts and envision a future filled with hope and imagi-
nation for the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We extend our gratitude to 
each one of you for your faithful and generous support as we 
continue to Imagine God’s Future in our Community. 

The California Internation-
al Marathon will run on Sun-
day, December 8, 2024, caus-
ing some intersections near 
the church to be closed. The 
race starts at 7:00 a.m. near 
Folsom Dam and travels Oak 
Avenue, Fair Oaks Blvd, and J 
Street to the Capitol. Intersec-
tions will be closed only while 
the race comes through, but 
be prepared, if necessary, to 
leave home early and avoid 
the racecourse on your way to 
church. For a complete list of 
road closures and times, go to 
https://runsra.org/california-
international-marathon/
course-information/ 

January 10, 2025 
for the  

February 2025 edition 
(Note: There will not be a 

separate January newsletter) 

https://runsra.org/california-international-marathon/course-information/
https://runsra.org/california-international-marathon/course-information/
https://runsra.org/california-international-marathon/course-information/
mailto:karen@carmichaelpres.org


 THE MISSION BELL— DECEMBER 2024-JANUARY 2025 

 

▪ Community Advent Event: 
On Saturday, December 
7 from 3:00-5:00 p.m. CPC 
is hosting a Community Ad-
vent Event. This is an open 
house type of event where 
you can arrive whenever 
and leave when you want! 
We will have several sta-
tions to help us celebrate 
the season such as cookie 
decorating, crafts, home-
made potpourri, Christmas 
karaoke, storytelling, and 
much more. We will be 
gathering in McMillen Hall 
and would love to see you 
and your family there. This 
is also a great event to in-
vite your friends and neigh-
bors to attend!  

▪ Christmas Pageant: On 
December 15, our children 
and youth will star in the 
CPC Christmas Pageant 
during Sunday morning 
worship. This is the first 
time we have put on the 
pageant since 2019! We 
would love to see you in 
person or online to cele-
brate the Good News with 
us! 

▪ Last Youth Group of the 
Year: On Wednesday, De-
cember 18, the youth will 
have their last meeting of 
2024— a Christmas party! 

Be sure to wear your ugliest 
Christmas sweater! The 
Youth Group will meet 
again on January 8, 2025. 

▪ New Children and Youth 
Waiver: The QR code will 
take you to our new chil-
dren and youth waiver and 
release. This covers your 
student for 2025. Please fill 
this out so that your stu-
dents can 
join us for 
the groups 
and events 
in the com-
ing year! 

  

▪ Youth Group is back on 
Wednesday, January 8 at 
our normal time: 6:30-8:00 
p.m. 

▪ Children’s Game Night: 
On January 24, the children 
will be in McMillen Hall 
from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. for 
fun and games. Registration 
is not required; however, 
please let Michael Lombra-
no know if you are planning 
to drop your child off. 

▪ Youth Mini-golf: On Satur-
day January 25, Michael 
and the youth will meet at 
Scandia for miniature golf 
at 10:00 a.m. (when they 
open). The cost is $16 per 
student, and they will pay at 

the counter when they get 
there.  

▪ Substitutes: Children's 
ministry is looking for sub-
stitute teachers for Sunday 
mornings. We don't want 
our students to be left out if 
Michael or any of our Marys 
or Pauls are out. If you are a 
CPC member and would be 
interested in being a Sun-
day School substitute or 
just want more information, 
please contact Michael 
Lombrano at mi-
chael@carmichaelpres.org
or 916-486-9081.   

     Any contribu-
tions that you 
would like includ-
ed on your 2024 
giving statement 
must be brought 

to the church office by Mon-
day, December 30 or post-
marked/electronically posted 
by Tuesday, December 31. If 
you have not completed your 
2024 pledge, or can make an 
additional gift, please do so by 
December 31. If you have any 
questions, please contact 
Paul Shultz, Financial Admin-
istrator at 916-486-9081 or 
paul@carmichaelpres.org.  

mailto:michael@carmichaelpres.org
mailto:michael@carmichaelpres.org
mailto:paul@carmichaelpres.org
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The mem-
bers of CPC’s 
Art Committee 
are delighted 
to collaborate 
with our Chil-
dren’s and 
Youth Director 
Michael Lom-
brano and our 
middle and 
high school 
youth. The 
“Thankful For” art show fea-
tures photographs and other 
works by Michael and sever-
al of our young artists. Their 

art will be on exhibit through 
the holidays until January 7, 
2025. 

For this show, the youth  

used Psalm 107:1 
to guide their ar-
tistic choic-
es. “Give thanks to 
the LORD, for He 
is good; His love 
endures forever.” 

We hope you en-
joy the show and 
that you will come 
to the Artists’ Re-
ception on Satur-
day, December 14 

from 4:00 - 6:00 p.m. in the 
DeVries Gathering Place. 
Spend some time with these 
artists and find out more 
about the inspiration behind 
their creations.  

We are so thankful for our 
youth as they share their gifts. 
We are thankful for our pas-
tors, youth leaders, Sunday 
School teachers and so many 
others in our congregation 
who have built a legacy of 
faith, serving children and 
their families in the Carmi-
chael community for more 
than a century. 

Each year as we celebrate 
Thanksgiving, then Advent 
and Christmas, we are re-
minded to give thanks and 
count our blessings. We give 
thanks for the beauty of this 
season. For God’s gift of his 
son. A babe in a manager. Our 
savior, our king. A gift of love 
and amazing grace. Emmanu-
el, God with us. 

Several of CPC’s youth created art for the “Thankful For” art show in the DeVries 
Gathering Place.   

Photo by Lori Keeney 
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Your church li-
brary has many 
books about Advent 
and Christmas. 
Here’s just a short 
sample: 

• Watch For the Light;  
readings for Advent 
and Christmas.  
(394 Wat) Good 
source of devotion-
als to choose for 
your committee 
or club meeting. 

• Advent for Every-
one, by N.T. 
Wright (394 Wri) 

Daily devotionals, with 
questions at end of each 
one for reflection or dis-
cussion. 

• Putting God Back in the 
Holidays, by Bill & Pen-
ny Thrasher (394.261) 
Section 5 is on Christ-

mas, but the book in-
cludes other holidays 
too. 

• The Very First Christ-
mas, by Paul Maier. 
(Easy Mai) Just one of 
many seasonal books 
in the Children’s sec-
tion that can be read 

to children or that non-
readers can enjoy by look-
ing at the pictures. 

     There are some 
lost “sheep” out 
there that this 

shepherdess needs to have 
back  home. No questions 
asked. There may be others.  
Please search your shelves. 

• Our Sanctuary Windows  
(CPC) 

• Stories of Faith (CPC ) 

• The Shack, by William 
Young (Fiction) 

• Convictions, by Marcus 
Borg 
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care as people learn to cope 
with the stresses and changes 
that are happening in their 
lives.  

Dinah Miria Mulock Craik 
(1866) wrote, “Oh, the comfort
--the inexpressible comfort of 
feeling safe with a person--
having neither to weigh 
thoughts nor measure words, 
but pouring them all right out, 
just as they are, chaff and 
grain together; certain that 
a faithful hand will take and 
sift them, keep what is worth 
keeping, and then with the 
breath of kindness, blow the 
rest away. . .” 

Stephen Ministers have 
been trained to listen in just 
such a way as Ms. Craik de-
scribes.  They provide confi-
dential, nonjudgmental, and 
high-quality Christian care, 
empathy, support, encourage-
ment, and a sounding-board 

“God is our refuge and 
strength, an ever-present help 

in trouble.”  

-Psalm 46:1 

December-January….. a 
time of new birth.  In Decem-
ber, of course, we celebrate 
the birth of our Savior Jesus 
Christ with the new covenant, 
life everlasting that this brings 
us.  And January is the begin-
ning of the New Year— anoth-
er opportunity for new activi-
ties, growth, and relation-
ships. 

As we journey through life, 
we pass through many sea-
sons and many changes. This 
season may be one that is joy-
ful and celebratory for you, or 
it may be difficult because of 
the loss of a loved one, wor-
ries about income, experienc-
ing difficult family relation-
ships, caring for loved ones 
who are experiencing declin-
ing health, or experiencing 
health problems ourselves. 
Changes in our circumstances 
or expectations may cause us 
severe stress, feelings of iso-
lation, and/or anxiety, which 
the holiday season may exac-
erbate. 

However, you are not 
alone! Stephen Ministry is one 
way our church reaches out to 
people who are hurting. Ste-
phen Ministers are trained to 
offer distinctively Christian 

when needed, to individuals 
experiencing a crisis or chal-
lenge. When a Stephen Minis-
ter meets one-to-one with his 
or her care receiver, Jesus is 
present, bringing the power of 
his transforming love, and the 
peace, healing, and comfort 
that only God can give. Ste-

phen Ministers 
help us remem-
ber that God 
promises to al-
ways love us, 
no matter what! 
In the midst of 
life’s struggles, 
God’s love car-

ries us. Even though we don’t 
know what will happen to-
morrow, we can know that 
God will be with us and God’s 
love for us will remain un-
changed, lasting forever. 

If you are experiencing 
challenging changes or know 
someone who has, and would 
like to learn more about how 
to receive care from a Stephen 
Minister for yourself or some-
one you know, please call the 
confidential line (916-486-
0604), or contact one of the 
pastors or Stephen Leaders 
for more information: Len To-
zier, Misty Dunn, Mary 
Thomas, or John Wallace. 
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Author Patricia K. Tull has 
provided us with much to 
ponder in this year’s Bible 
study, Let Justice Roll Down: 
God’s Call to Care for 
Neighbors and All Cre-
ation. In Lessons 1, 
2, and 3 we have 
reflected on Envi-
ronmental Justice, 
Land Justice, and 
Food Justice. In De-
cember we will study 
Lesson 4: “Water Jus-
tice” and in January 
our Lesson 5 will be 
“Air Quality.” What 
does Scripture teach 
us about these pre-
cious resources? In Lesson 4 
we will reflect on how water’s 
sacred standing has been 
highlighted among humans 
since ancient times. The 
books of Genesis and Exodus 
repeatedly exemplify both the 
desirability and the dangers of 
water. Today the fight for 
clean, abundant water has be-
come fiercer as water is taken 
for granted and treated like a 
commodity by some, and as 
climate change has intensified 
both drought and flooding 
worldwide.  

In January we will turn to 
Lesson 5: “Air Quality.” From 
the outset of Scripture’s story 
of life, air has been associated 
with God, who breathes life 

into every human and animal. 
It is, therefore, critical that we 
examine how pollution of the 
air we breathe particularly 

endangers the 
world’s young-

est and oldest 
citizens.  

 

 

Hopefully your interest 
has been piqued. There are 
many ways to participate in 
PW: 

1. Pastor-led Bible study is 
held via Zoom the second 
Thursday of each month at 
10:00 a.m. ALL are invited. 
Contact Karen Gray in the 
church office to receive the 
Zoom link. 

2. PW Circles meet on the 
third Thursday of the 
month for Bible study, 
prayer, mission, fellow-
ship, and to nurture our 
faith. Naomi Circle meets 
at 9:30 a.m. Contact Bon-
nie Hard. Mary Martha 
Circle meets at 1:00 p.m. 

Contact Lisa Benadom or 
Kathy Daigle. Both circles 
meet in the DeVries Gath-
ering Place and would be 
happy to have you join 
them. 

3. Dorcas Circle is our World 
Service Sewing Circle. For 
more information about 
this opportunity to serve, 
contact Carolyn McGreg-
or at  sa-
brina53@earthlink.net. 
Each month our Bible 
study features extraordi-
nary quilter’s art. At CPC 
we have a tradition in this 
cherished art form and we 
are so grateful to Dorcas 
Circle for their work. 

If you are interested in ob-
taining a copy of our Bible 
study, please contact Terry 
Sakuda at ter-
ry.sakuda@yahoo.com. 

The purpose of PW is to: 1. 
Nurture our faith through 
prayer and Bible study; 2. 
Support mission and service; 
3. Work for justice and peace; 
4. Build an inclusive, caring 
community of women that 
strengthens the Presbyterian 
church and witnesses to the 
promise of God’s kingdom. 
We remain firmly committed 
to our purpose. Please consid-
er joining us! 

Lesson Four in the PW 
Horizons Study ex-
plores “Water Justice” 
and Lesson 5 explores 
“Air Quality.” 

mailto:sabrina53@earthlink.net
mailto:sabrina53@earthlink.net
mailto:terry.sakuda@yahoo.com
mailto:terry.sakuda@yahoo.com
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     If you’ve moved 
or changed your 
phone number or 
email (or even 
changed your pre-

ferred contact information), 
be sure to let the church office 
know! Help us keep you up to 
date and connected. Just con-
tact Julie Ueltzen, Church 
Secretary at 916-486-9081 or 
carmichaelpres@gmail.com   

    Please lift up in 
prayer these 
members of our 
church family 
who have recently 
lost loved ones: 

  Rae-Nani Stokes and 
family on the loss of her 
stepmother, Kay 

  the family of Elaine Vargo, 
who passed away recently. 

  Keith and Jenny DeVries 
on the loss of Jenny’s 
father, Dean Shaver, on 
November 5. 

 the family of Elaine Rietz, 
Pastors’ Secretary at CPC 
from 1986-2000, who 
passed away on October 24.  

You are invited to “A Mas-
ter Singers Christmas” pre-
sented by Sacramento Master 
Singers in De-
cember. Revel 
in the beauty 
of the holiday 
season begin-
ning with a 
candlelight 
processional 
and featuring both new and 
familiar Christmas tunes and 
carols.  

Look for CPC’s Music Di-
rector Keith Atwater in the 
bass/baritone section and or-

ganist Heidi van Re-
genmorter accompanying 
this impressive group.  

You’ll hear 
Buxtehude’s 
Baroque era 
Das Neuege-
borne Kinde-
lein with harp-
sichord and 
string quartet, 

Carol of the Bells as sung by 
Pentatonix, and much more.  

Go to https://
www.mastersingers.org/ for 
concert schedules, tickets, 
and details. 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

Sunday,  Februar y 2  

 immediately following worship  
 

Find out more about what happens at CPC  

on and beyond Sundays.  
 

Agenda Items Will Include:  

▪ reviewing the budget for 2025 

▪ electing elders, deacons, and nominating com-

mittee members 

▪ receiving the 2024 annual report 

▪ approving Terms of Call for Pastor Keith and 

Pastor Ivan.  

Watch for details coming soon! 

mailto:carmichaelpres@gmail.com
https://www.mastersingers.org/
https://www.mastersingers.org/
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    As a new year begins, the Carmichael Presbyterian Church 
campus gets busier and busier. Are you planning a meeting or 
event in the coming months? Remember to reserve your space 
early! It’s easy! 

    You can stop by the church office during regular office hours 
and talk with Karen Gray or Julie Ueltzen, OR call the church 
office at 916-486-9081, OR email karen@carmichaelpres.org or 

carmichaelpres@gmail.com. 

We’ll need to know: 
 the date and time for your meeting (and what time you plan to arrive) 
 a contact name and phone number or email 
 where you would like to meet (if you have a preference) 
 any special set-up or equipment needs 

There are some restrictions on outside groups using CPC facilities. Karen or Julie can provide 
details and additional information as needed. 

     Have you had a God en-
counter or experience? How 
has God worked in your life 
and increased your faith? 
Share your faith story with 
your church family! Contact 
Kathy Phillips at jphil-
lipsk@sbcglobal.net to ar-
range a time to share.  

You can share during Sun-
day worship, write something 
for someone else to read, or 
come up with a new way to 
share your story. 

Wanted:  

Vegetable Gardener 

 
The Buildings and Grounds 

Committee is looking for 

someone with a green 

thumb to manage the CPC 

Community Garden in 2025.   
 

 

Interested?  Have questions?   

Call or text Tim Farley 

mailto:karen@carmichaelpres.org
mailto:carmichaelpres@gmail.com
mailto:jphillipsk@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jphillipsk@sbcglobal.net
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Wednesday Dinners will 
take a holiday break on De-
cember 25 and January 1. 
Everyone is invited to enjoy a 
meal and conversation togeth-
er on other Wednesday eve-
nings in McMillen Hall starting 
at 6:00p.m. On the menu: $5 
dinner, $3 salad bar, $1 per 
slice pizza, $20 max per fami-
ly. Childcare is available from 
6:30-8:30 p.m. Youth Group 
for grades 6-12 meets from 
6:30-8:00 p.m.  

We also need volunteers to 
help with tasks including set 
up, clean up, making pizzas, 
and preparing meals. Cooks 
can choose the menu and are 
reimbursed for food expens-
es. You can prepare all or part 
of the meal, or gather a             
group to cook dinner             
together.  Interested?                     
Contact Pastor Ivan                       
Herman at 916-486-9081       
or ivan@carmichaelpres.           
org and he'll be glad to                 
help you get plugged                  
in. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can donate flowers to 
adorn our Sanctuary during 
worship on Sundays! The cost 
is $50 for one bouquet or $100 
for both bouquets. It’s easy to 
do: go to https://
www.signupgenius.com/
go/20F0E4BA4AE29A5FE3-
53059904-sanctuary  to 
choose an open date at least 
one week in advance. Fill in 
the information and submit 
your payment to CPC with 
“flowers” in the memo line. 
Or, call the church office and 
we’ll help you sign up over the 
phone.  

This is a meaningful way to 
remember a loved one or cele-
brate a special occasion. You 
may keep the flowers after 
worship or have our Deacons 
deliver them to someone in 
need of a bit of cheer.  

mailto:ivan@carmichaelpres.org
mailto:ivan@carmichaelpres.org
https://www.facebook.com/carmichaelpres
https://www.facebook.com/carmichaelpres
https://www.instagram.com/carmichaelpresbyterian/
http://www.carmichaelpres.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0E4BA4AE29A5FE3-53059904-sanctuary
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0E4BA4AE29A5FE3-53059904-sanctuary
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0E4BA4AE29A5FE3-53059904-sanctuary
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0E4BA4AE29A5FE3-53059904-sanctuary
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wrapped “Secret Treasures.”  
The purpose of the auction 
was to raise funds for several 
“cargo” projects planned for 
next year. These were not the 
usual “white elephants” of the 
past. Members rummaged in 
closets and cabinets to find 
something that they could 
part with but that someone 
else might like. High bidder 
Glenda Perrou won a cobalt 
blue vase, and later a book, 
dish, and angel wall hangings.  
Upon opening her box, Margo 
Scandella remarked “Wait…
There’s more, and more!”  
Jimmi Mishler admired her 

beaded 
basket  
with its 
intricate 
design. 
Jan Ol-
sen said 
about 
her 
item, “I 
don’t 
know 
what it 
is, but I 

like 
it.” It 
was a 
rain 
chain 
of mini 

buckets 
with a 

frog on the top. Both of  Deb-
bie Cameron’s gifts were 
wrapped in Christmas paper 
and ribbon and were art 
prints. The most unusual item 
was an offer to do Jan’s gene-
alogy.  

     All of this was preceded 
by a business meeting in 
which we voted in next years’ 
slate of officers. They are:  
Skippers Tony & Glenda Per-
rou; First Mate  Debbie Cam-
eron; Purser  Jan Olsen; Log 
Keeper Doris Beckert; Chap-
lain Bette Johnson; Cargo 
Terry Sakuda; Signal Master 
Margo Scandella; Care & 
Share Jimmi Mishler. 

Bep van der Mik gave a 
thoughtful devotional about 
Thanksgiving and  on the 
hymn “Come Ye Thankful 
People Come” which we read 
aloud in unison. 

Pattie Shaw was 
“inducted” into the member-
ship, and Doris Beckert read 
her bio from Pattie’s book, 
which is in the church library.  
We are happy to welcome this 
talented lady. 

Prayers were raised for 
Dick & Carole Jacobi, Jack 
Brown, and Sandi Lindley 
who is awaiting knee replace-
ment surgery. We were happy 
to see Judy Harrison back 

On Saturday, November 2, 
the Companionship met in the 
DeVries Gathering Place for a 
delicious brunch followed by 
our business meeting. The ta-
bles were covered with place-
mats and napkins with a pat-
tern of beautiful fall leaves 
and lovely orange flowers. 
Our meal consisted of two de-
licious breakfast casseroles, a 
lovely fresh fruit salad, and 
yummy muffins. With coffee, 
tea, and orange juice we were 
ready for business. 

Our task was not a difficult 
one: it was fun to consider all 
the ideas for next year’s 
events. Nearly everyone was 
able to choose one or two 
events to co-sponsor, and we 
saved some events for our 
members who could not at-
tend. 2025 will be a very busy 
and happy year for all! 

If you’d like to visit our 
ship, please contact our Look-
out Sharlene St. Clair. 

 

“Going once, going  twice…
Sold!” 

Carolyn Biggers last 
month gave Pastor Keith 
cause to fear for his status as 
Primo Auctioneer. She urged 
Skipjacks to bid even higher 
than planned on beautifully 

Carolyn Biggers served as 
auctioneer for the Skipjacks’ 
November “Secret Treasures” 
meeting. 
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after a long absence. 

Coffee, cookies, and pumpkin pie were on hand throughout the afternoon. 

Our December gathering will be Christmas linner  at Brookfield’s in Rancho Cordova on Satur-
day, December 7 at 2:30.  You read that right.  It’s called “linner” - between lunch and dinner.  Year
-long Secret Pals will finally be revealed with a humorous card, and then names will be drawn for 
next year. 

A blend of traditional and contemporary music styles bring 
new life to the Word. Worship in the Sanctuary or join 

online. Go to youtube.com/@carmichaelpres or search for 
“carmichaelpres” on the YouTube app or your Smart TV.  

All children are welcome and encouraged to attend 
worship. Following the Time for Young People,  kids age 4-

5th grade are dismissed to their classes.  

Preschool through 2nd grade students experience Bible 
stories through Godly Play. Kids in 3rd-5th grade learn 

together using lectionary-based Whirl curriculum. 

Nursery care for infants through age 3 is available 
throughout the morning.   

 

Visit and enjoy a cup of coffee and a cookie while you 
browse the Art Exhibit in the Gathering Place or chat with 

friends old and new following worship.  

Children in Kindergarten through 5th grade can join CPC’s 
children’s choir, Waterfall Singers.  

Youth in 6th through 12th grade are encouraged to come to 
the Upper Rooms (youth rooms) for Bible study. 
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CPC Office  916-486-9081 
Stephen Ministry 916-486-0604 
Food Closet        916-483-9232 

 

Extensions: 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Keith DeVries keith@carmichaelpres.org 
Ivan Herman ivan@carmichaelpres.org 
Michael Lombrano michael@carmichaelpres.org 
Julie Ueltzen carmichaelpres@gmail.com 
Karen Gray karen@carmichaelpres.org 
Paul Shultz paul@carmichaelpres.org 
Ron Morris ron@carmichaelpres.org 
Keith Atwater music@carmichaelpres.org 

The church office is open Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

 

Keith DeVries   203 
Ivan Herman  202 
Paul Shultz 205 
Karen Gray 201 

Julie Ueltzen 200 
Michael Lombrano 207 
Ron Morris 206 
Keith Atwater   208 

The Rev. Keith L. DeVries 

The Rev. Ivan N. Herman 

Keith Atwater, Music Director 

Michael Lombrano,                    
Children’s & Youth Ministry  

Director 

Paul & Mary Camozzi,            
Childcare Providers 

Karen Gray,                                        
Executive Assistant 

Julie Ueltzen,                           
Church Secretary 

Paul Shultz,                                
Financial Administrator 

Ron Morris,                               
Maintenance Manager 

Christian Bolen, Custodian 

Monique Schubert,              
Food Closet Operations 

Manager 

Heidi van Regenmorter, 
Organist 

Rikki Pratt,                               
Mission Bells Director 

 Gabe Bisho, Pianist 

Will Condrey, Drummer 

Michael Schwab, Guitarist 

Merlyn Van Regenmorter, 
Bassist 

Noor Bitar, Michael Gray, 
Bruce MacLean,                       

Steve Parker, Kiyo Romais, 
Avonlee Janik, and                  

David Stoffel,                                 
Audio/Video Technicians 




