
 
CARMICHAEL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 
December 18, 2022 Livestream & In-Person 10:00 a.m. 
    
GATHERING MUSIC  9:45 a.m. 
 
PRELUDE  
       
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  Pastor Keith L. DeVries 

Click HERE to register your attendance 
 
* CALL TO WORSHIP    Terry Sakuda 

 Leader: Look, here is the sign 
 People:  A young woman shall give birth. 
 All:   Emmanuel! 
 Leader:  Do not be afraid, 
 People:  For the child is conceived of the Holy Spirit. 
 All:   Emmanuel! 
 Leader:  He is to be called Jesus, 
 People:  For he will save us from our sins. 
 All:   Emmanuel! 
 Leader:  All this took place to fulfill what was spoken, 
 People:  And God is still speaking. 
 All:   Emmanuel! God With Us! 

https://forms.gle/URhVJnEDgmwHCrim6


  
* OPENING SONG   “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” No. 83 
      Glory to God 

 
CONFESSION AND PARDON  Terry Sakuda 

 Leader: Our God is full of grace and truth, shining a light into our shadows. Confident of 
God’s loving embrace, let us pray our confession together. 

 All:  God With Us, we confess that at times we feel very far away from you. War, 
poverty, racism, climate change—with all the struggles of the world, sometimes 
we wonder where you are, instead of asking the question of who we are in this 
world. We forget we are all your children. We forget that you are with us, always, 
to the end of time. In the times of deepest struggle, may we remember that you 
promised us a sign of your presence: Emmanuel, God With Us. Your covenant 
with us, to be our God forever, endures even when we forget. May we know you 
are with us, now and always. Amen. 

 

     Silence 



 

  
 Leader: Take a deep breath. With every breath, breathe in God’s love, breathe out your 

fear. With every breath, know that you come from God and return to God. With 
every breath, know that you are loved and love one another. Breathe in hope, 
breathe out peace. Breathe in joy, breathe out love. God is with us always. 
Amen. 

   
* RESPONSE OF THE PEOPLE “Glory to God” No. 583 
     Glory to God 

 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES  Keaney Family 
 
ADVENT PRAYER 

All: God of Peace, you send us the Prince of Peace. We long for his peace to rule in 
our lives and relationships. We yearn for every corner of your world to be subject 
to your peace. We eagerly await the days when your whole flock will live in the 
security of your peace. May we, through the power of your Spirit, shine the 
peace of Christ in the darkness. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.  

 
SPECIAL MUSIC “Sing with the Angels” Ruth Morris Gray 
  “Follow That Star” Charlton Bozard 
  Waterfall Singers 
  Nancy Studer, Director; Kathy Phillips, Accompanist 
 
TIME FOR YOUNG PEOPLE  

(Following the Time for Young People, children age 4-5th grade are invited to Sunday School in Room 206) 
 

* SONG   “Joseph Was Troubled” Carolyn Winfrey Gillette 
 



  



SCRIPTURE READING  Matthew 1:18-25 
18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 
engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy 
Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public 
disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of 
the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take 
Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and 
you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.’ 22All this took place to fulfil 
what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 
23 ‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel’, which 
means, ‘God is with us.’ 24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 
commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no marital relations with her until she had 
borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 
 

SERMON A Traditional Family. Really. Pastor Ivan N. Herman 
 

 OFFERING 
 
ANTHEM “A Baby in the Cradle” Barbara Kinyon 
  Sanctuary Choir 
  Trina Spivack, Piano; Rick Schlosser, Organ 
 

By us He is adored, Oh Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Oh Jesus dearest babe of all, and dearest babe of mine.  

Your love is great, though you are so small; Oh flood this heart of mine with Your true love divine. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Pastor: Come, Lord Jesus. Bring your presence; bring your peace; bring your light. Comfort 
the sick. Soothe the sorrowful. Bind up the wounded. Calm our spirits. Ease our 
burdens. Mend our hearts. Come, Lord Jesus.  

  Come, Lord Jesus. Bring your justice; bring your righteousness; bring your goodness. 
Reorder our priorities. Direct our efforts. Strengthen our resolve. Break down walls. 
Dismantle oppression. Overthrow tyrants. Come, Lord Jesus.  

  Come, Lord Jesus. Bring your love; bring your compassion; bring your mercy. Heal 
our divisions. Seek out the lost. Restore the guilt-ridden. Widen our embrace. Teach 
us generosity. Show us how to forgive. Come, Lord Jesus. 

  Come, Lord Jesus. Bring your passions; bring your fire; bring your steadfastness. 
Inspire our witness. Motivate our mission. Energize your church. Open our minds. 
Extend our hands. Overcome our lethargy.  Come, Lord Jesus.  

  Come, Lord Jesus. Bring your hope; your tenderness; your promise. Build up our 
common life. Hold us in our frustrations. Brighten our darkness. Release us. Renew us. 
Redeem us.  Come, Lord Jesus.  

  Come, Lord Jesus, hear our cries, hear our whispers, hear our prayers. Now, with the 
confidence of the children of God, let us pray as Jesus taught, saying, 

All:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever. Amen. 



* CLOSING SONG “Canticle of the Turning” No. 100 
   Glory to God 

 



 

 
*  THE CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

 
*  POSTLUDE Toccata on “Bring a Torch, Jeanette, Isabella” Hudson 
                                                                    French Carol  

 

*  Please rise in body or in spirit. 
 

Call to Worship, Confession, and Assurance of Pardon by Rev. Mindi Welton-Mitchell, http://rev-o-lution.org, © 2022.  Used by 
permission. Adapted. 
Prayers of the People by John Wurster © Presbyterian Outlook 2022 
All music used in this program is copyrighted. Used by permission CCLI #74647.  
Music reprinted/streamed with permission under One License #740355-A. All rights reserved. 
 

 

Audio/Video: Michael Gray and Noor Bitar 
Music Director: Keith Atwater 

Organ: Rick Schlosser 
Piano: Gabe Bisho 

Drums: Will Condrey 
Guitar: Michael Schwab 

Bass: Matthew Major 
Vocal: Claire Aretsky, Karen Gray, and Beth Lindley 



 


